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ABSTRACT 

This report, based on data from U. S. Census Bureau, provides 
a first look at state trends in welfare policy. Data released by the Census 
Bureau in November 2001 provide the measures needed for a state-by-state 
examination of trends in the well-being of children and families. This study 
assessed changes over the past decade by comparing figures from the 1990 
Decennial Census with similar figures from a special U.S. Census Bureau 
survey, the Census 2000 Supplementary Survey, which was field tested in 2000. 
The study examined changes in 11 key measures of child well-being. Changes are 
provided on a state-by-state basis, and national figures are presented with 
state figures to help readers ascertain whether a state has improved and the 
dimensions of children's lives that have changed. During the first half of the 
1990s, many state governments modified or eliminated programs through direct 
legislation. The shift from federal to state decision making has also created 
a demand for better state-level data on children and families. This 
publication illustrates some of the important state-level indicators that will 
be available on a regular basis. Nationally the percentage of high-risk 
children fell slightly from 13% in 1990 to 12% in 2000, but nine states and 
the District of Columbia experienced an increase in the percentage of high- 
risk children. Alaska had the greatest increase in the number of high-risk 
children; Mississippi had the highest percentage of high-risk children. 
Profiles for each state and the District of Columbia contain graphs 
illustrating each of the 11 indicators. Four appendices provide supplemental 
information on changes in risk status. Definitions and a discussion of data 
sources are included, and a list of primary contacts for KIDS COUNT projects 
is attached. (SLD) 
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from the original document. 
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and workshops, and technical support. PRB is a 
nonprofit, nonadvocacy organization whose efforts 
are supported by government contracts, foundation 
grants, individual and corporate contributions, and 
proceeds from the sale of publications. 
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can provide some guidance for decision-makers, increasingly, 
state (and local) data are needed to inform policy decisions. 
This report, based on reliable state data from a trusted source, 
provides a first look at state trends over the past decade. 



children and families. In tills publication, we assessed 
changes over the past decade by comparing figures 
from the 1990 Decennial Census with similar figures 
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range of conditions shaping children’s lives, we believe these 
indicators reflect a wide range of factors affecting child welfare. 
Moreover, they permit legitimate comparisons because they are 
consistent across states and over time. 



Census Bureau's website at www.census.gov/c2ss/ 
www/methodology/Accuracy.htm. For more infor- 
mation about the standard errors associated with the 
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dropouts from high school face difficulties in making 
:he transition to the adult world.” 26 As America moves 
Further into the 21st century, when advanced skills 
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Appendix 4 presents Children living in poverty Children living in single-parent families 
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